[Familial polycythemia caused by high oxygen affinity hemoglobin. 2nd world case of hemoglobin J Providence].
The cas observed in Auvergne and reported here raises the aetiological problem of polycythaemias. Young subjects with polycythaemia should be investigated for congenital anomaly of oxygen transport by measuring P50 and 2,3-DPG, which provides information on the oxygen-carrying capacity of haemoglobin. When confronted with familial polycythaemia due to high oxygen affinity haemoglobin, clinicians must know that a cause-effect relationship is not always demonstrable since other factors, such as tobacco-smoking in this particular case, may intervene.